Day 6: 



PART 1: SUMMARY OF THE ENTIRE SESSION: 

We covered a few major concepts yesterday. We learned about: 

1. The noun (^>Laj-) and the adjective on pages 24 & 25 

2. Pointing words (SjLa^LLr"!) in fragments and sentences 

3. Tips & Shortcuts for identifying the invisible 'is'. 

PART 2: THE NOUN (<j_^»> )& THE ADJECTIVE ) 

In English adjectives typically come first followed by the noun. In English the adjective does not carry properties like 
number and gender but a noun does. These two comments are important because they help English speaking students 
draw a clear contrast between how adjectives are understood in Arabic as opposed to English. Arabic adjectives come 

after the noun AND have properties of status, number, gender and type because they are considered ^\. 

The few rules that govern adjectives are as follows: 

1. JsJ^Ji / Noun comes first and il^> /Adjective comes after. 
^JU^pi-li A righteous muslim 

Notice how ^JU> /righteous came after. 

2. There can be multiple adjectives /cl>Li^> for one <3}£>p> 

^l^<luU£LLi A subservient, righteous muslim 
Notice how two adjectives followed for one noun. 

3. The adjective/il^ doesn't necessarily have to come right after the noun/<_iJ^»J^. 

^l^^\SL^l^^\^'^i\j^\^j And when a confirming book came to them especially from Allah... 
Notice that the word <jl^ is an adjective but is distanced from its noun ^J^. 

4. Each adjective/ii^ must match the iJJ^Ji in status, number, gender and type. The two don't necessarily have 
to match in weight (light vs. heavy). 
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Broken plurals, especially if they are non-human, have singular feminine adjectives. 




sound, clear, upright books 



isJiL^ijjUj cushions set in rows 

iiijk^ljj spread out rugs 

\ numbered days 

Sj^iaiLai^ purified scrolls/ scriptures 
i5j)iiii_>\ different doors 

PART 3: POINTING WORDS IN FRAGMENTS AND SENTENCES 

Pointing words are listed on page 30 in your notes. The ones that I want you to focus on are being reiterated 
here: 

life this >xitthis(f) S&that dkthat(f) those these 

Two important comments about these words: 

a. The words above are all non-flexible. This means that they appear the same without any change to their 
endings regardless of their instance being , <_w£> or y>-. 

b. Pointing words are all proper. There is never any instance of them where they may be analyzed as common. 

c. The singular feminine pointing words and ills mean this and that respectively. When used in the context 

of broken plurals (they are used because broken plurals can be treated singular feminine), their translation 
changes to these and those respectively. Here are some examples of such cases from the Qur'an: 

^L>S\iU3 those days 

*Li^!\»jjb these cattle 

^iU\(iUj those are their wishful thoughts 

i_>b£==J\oL> \ (iUu those are the miraculous signs of the book 

Ji^ldUj those messengers 

Pointing words can be used to construct sentences or fragments. In other words, we have to learn the difference 
between saying, 'this car' vs. 'This is a car' in Arabic. When I say that we can create a sentence using pointing fragments, 
what I mean is that the translation will show an 'is' which actually doesn't exist in the Arabic language. The formula is 

simple: If the immediate word after any pointing word (pg 30) doesn't have an J\ on it, you are looking at a sentence. 

If the immediate word after any pointing word HAS J\, you are looking at a fragment. We went through examples of 
identifying sentences vs. fragments on pg 29 in class. Recall that we considered any given case a sentence when we 
observed the absence of J\ and a fragment when we did see an J\. 



PART 4: TIPS ON SENTENCE RECOGNITION IN ARABIC 



The Arabic language doesn't actually contain the word 'is'. It is understood and to the non-Arab eye or ear, it is invisible 
or unheard. How then should a student of the language be expected to guess where the invisible 'is' exists and where it 
doesn't when translating? These tips will help you in your quest for spotting the invisible 'is': 



1. Proper followed by Common ^ \. This is the easiest case of simple sentence recognition. Read through the 
following examples: 
ifi£Y*ii\ Allah is greater 



p^-jjjte^j And Allah is exceedingly forgiving, perpetually merciful. 



5jl3lfr> They are oblivious. 



2. An original pronoun is usually followed by an 'is'. 
\jAy*'J*> He is a believer. 

5jiiw>^ You are muslims. 

^5^4^ Ji£N^ 1 am tne acceptor of repentance(and do so repeatedly), perpetually merciful. 

4&\jLc-ly»^j* It is actually from Allah. 

^\ilj^i\j>c> We are closer to him. 

3. A pointing word followed by anything other than J\ generates an 'is': 
cfibS'Bjb This is a book. 

^>-DjLfc This is Jahannam. 

izy^s^^&^H j\ Those, in fact are the achievers of success. 

4. A <_^J\<_i fragment is usually followed by an 'is': 

No doubt, each and every human being is actually immersed in monumental loss. 
^L^T^l/j\£^===J However, goodness is (the goodness of) someone who came to believe in Allah, 
jj^ii j^a£."^Vo\ That Allah is exceedingly forgiving, perpetually merciful. 

0 Sj^j^5^4fJt^' As though they are a cemented wall. 

5. A break in the links that we learned in class. By links here I am making reference to the five kinds of fragments 
we studied in class. This is the most sophisticated of the tips in this section and really you don't have to worry 
about it too much. But once you've gained some familiarity with the rest of the tips above, this one can help 
you out quite often. This is how it works. We learned the following five fragments: 



a. isU^I 



c. _/d\<J j- 

d. ' . ■ i— '■ l\i ** y>- 

e. jLs^« \ (pointing words when making a fragment) 

When you find that none of the above exist between a grouping of words, chances are you can assume the 
presence of an 'is' in between. Here are two examples: 

4ii.xl>J\ This statement is made up of three words: jl«j>J\ (1), J (2)and au\ (3). While J is linked with the 

following word 4»\ ( _y>J\<_» j»- connection, point c above) the word JuL»J\ is not linked to any word that 

follows it. It isn't iJUai because it HAS an J\. It isn't a JsJ^> y> because nothing after it has the same four 

properties. It isn't a _^J\i_iy>- or <_^v<aJ\tj^ fragment because neither occurs before it. It isn't a case of a 
pointing fragment because you would need the presence of a pointing word (pg 30) for that to happen. 
Since there is no link between jl«j>J\ and what follows it, there lies an invisible 'is' right after it. Therefore 

> ' ' s * 

Another easy to follow case is that of ^ < ^JSj^. 51 links to the \ that follows it according to the 
rules of <_^J\<j9 (d above), ' sn t linked with the word ^ in any of those five respects. Therefore 

the invisible 'is' lies after 5Li")l\. 

PART 5: FURTHER NOTES ON STATUS WE MAY OR MAY NOT COVER IN CLASS 

We have reached a point in class that we can speak of status or <_>^1 ' n a slightly more complex fashion. This is 
the last bit of notes on the for this course. 

Originally we learned that is doer, <_~vai is detail of an act and y>- is after 'of. Now it is time to say some 
more things about each of these three that weren't said before. 



jij has two main functions. 

a. It serves as the doer of an act (we knew that from day 1) 

b. It also serves as the default status (meaning if you have no reason to make a word (_^i> or y>-, leave it in 
£Sj). In 4iiJuoJ\ orl/il^l , the words andl/il have no grammatical justification for being either 
(_^ai or y>- so they are left in their original & default £j state. 

<_*^> has lots of functions (16 in all). The two you need to know for this course are: 

a. It is the detail of an act 

b. It follows a (_^J\<_s j>~ 

y*. has 2 main functions: 

a. It is the aA\ J»Uai (after 'of') 

b. It follows a j>- 



